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Communist China - Congo (Brazzaville) : Peiping 
continues to strengthen its position in Brazzaville. 

Last week, President Mas samba -Debat indicated 
he will visit Communist China later this month in 
his first formal tour outside Africa since he came 
to power a year ago. Massamba may be accompanied 
by a number of his top military officers. 

On 3 September, a Chinese vessel delivered a 
shipment of munitions to the Congolese military. 

The Chinese have been especially active in cul- 
tivating the more extreme elements of the Brazza- 
ville regime, which have become increasingly in- 
fluential in recent months. A virulently anti-Western 
weekly, which is the mouthpiece for the dominant 
leftist clique, is being subsidized by Peiping. 



Peiping recently leased a new three -story office - 
apartment building in Brazzaville to ho use its grow- 
ing corps of resident representatives. 
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The Chinese are reported to have made available 
to Mas samba’s government about a quarter of the 
$2-million cash p ortion of the $5-million loan they 
extended in July. 
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MLF- Disarmament : Suggestions by the UAR 
and India that negotiations on the NATO Multilateral 
Force (MLF) be suspended pending further efforts 
to achieve agreement on nonproliferation of nuclear 
weapons are picking up support at the Geneva disar- 
mament conference. The Soviet and other bloc dele- 
gations are commenting favorably on these proposals, 
which also have wide appeal among the other neutrals. 
The "nonaligned" conference, which opens in Cairo 
on 5 October, may produce a draft resolution along 
these lin es for presentation to the UN General As- 
sembly. 


Vatican -Hungary : On 15 September a limited 
agreement between the Vatican and Hungary was 
signed in Budapest. Pope Paul VI immediately an- 
nounced the appointment of new bishops, who are ex- 
pected to attend the Ecumenical Council now in session 
in Rome. The partial accord, the first formal agree- 
ment between the Vatican and a Communist state, is 
a major step in the improvement of Vatican- Hungarian 
relations. There was, however, no resolution of the 
problem of Cardin al Mindszenty, still in the US lega- 
tion in Budapest. 
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